
 

 

 

Happy New Year - or should that be
happy new lockdown!

One of the biggest scienti�c breakthroughs last
year was the vaccine that we all hope will bring an
end to the pandemic so this month we're taking a
look at Science

 

After last year, everyone will want to work smarter
as who knows if we will have to stop again.

Using GridMaker means that you will never lose
track of SMSC provision no matter what happens. 

 

 

 



GridmakerGridmaker

 

 

Our Newsletter Grid has activities added
in Newsletters but you may want to add something
in that you've taught this month - have a go.

 

Vaccines

 

 

 

A lot of people seem to be worried about the speed
in which the Covid19 vaccine has been created. It’s
understandable as these things normally take up
to 10 years, however, here’s a couple of interesting
articles that might shed some light. 

Why Does It Take So Long To Create A Vaccine?

 

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-r/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-y/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-j/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-t/


Coronavirus vaccine: here are the steps it will need
to go through during development

But Why?

 

It must be really di�cult to navigate all the ‘but
why?’ questions that children must have asked
during the Coronavirus pandemic.  I found this
great little video made especially for children
which may answer a few.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqaXBtSaiUE

 

 

 

 

Recognising the things people and communities share
in common, Investigating moral and ethical issues

and appreciating others' viewpoints, Recognising right
and wrong, and understanding legal boundaries,

Re�ecting about their own beliefs and perspective on
life, Respecting di�erent people’s faiths, feelings and

values.

 

 

Using a range of social skills in di�erent

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-i/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-d/


Food Chain

 

 

 

Thank goodness we are on top of the food chain,
we don’t need anything else to worry about! Here’s
a short video explaining a simple food chain.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8L2MZdOIZrs

 

contexts, Volunteering, cooperating with others and
resolving con�icts, Experiencing enjoyment and
fascination in learning, Using imagination and

creativity in learning.

 

 

Using a range of social skills in di�erent
contexts, Volunteering, cooperating with others and

resolving con�icts, Experiencing enjoyment and
fascination in learning, Using imagination and

creativity in learning.

 

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-h/


Let's Experiment!

I found this great list of experiments for kids using
everyday items found in the kitchen which I
thought you may �nd useful.

https://mommypoppins.com/kids/50-easy-science-
experiments-for-kids-fun-educational-activities-
using-household-stu�

 

 

Self-Evaluation Innovation
 

 

Investigating moral and ethical issues and
appreciating others' viewpoints, Using a range of

social skills in di�erent contexts, Understanding the
consequences of their behaviour and

actions, Volunteering, cooperating with others and
resolving con�icts, Experiencing enjoyment and
fascination in learning, Using imagination and

creativity in learning.

 

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-k/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-u/


 

Take iAbacus on a 30 day free trial. 

 

More and more schools are understanding the
value and simplicity of iAbacus during these
di�cult times. Collaboration during self-evaluation
is key and it can happen anywhere with iAbacus!

Explore the website while you're there - it has
everything you need to know about iAbacus but if
you'd like a one to one webinar, click here

 

iAbacusiAbacus

 

Blood in a Bottle

I’ve never seen this before but it appears to be
quite popular from my research - here are the
instructions.

https://www.rundesroom.com/2012/10/our-
classroom-was-covered-in-blood-today.html

 

 

 

Using a range of social skills in di�erent

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-o/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-b/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-n/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-p/


Timely Discoveries

 

I read somewhere that we advanced more in the
20th Century than in 500 years before that.  Here’s
a timeline of discoveries from 1900 to 1949, some
of which are really surprising.

Great 20th Century Inventions From 1900 to 1949

21st Century Genius

 

Following on from the last 100 years, it seems that
in the 20 years of the 21st Century, things are
speeding up scienti�cally - here are just 10
discoveries made since 2000.

https://www.isbglasgow.com/10-greatest-scienti�c-
discoveries-and-inventions-of-21st-century

 

 

contexts, Volunteering, cooperating with others and
resolving con�icts, Experiencing enjoyment and
fascination in learning, Using imagination and

creativity in learning, Mutual respect and tolerance.

 

 

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-x/
https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-m/


Oops! 

 

 

 

 

We’ve talked about exciting scienti�c discoveries
over the last 120 years where men and women
toiled to improve the world.  What about those
discoveries that happened by accident - well here
are 15 of them.

15 Accidental Science Discoveries That Changed the
World

 

 

Celebrating and respecting diversity in local, national
and global communities, Using a range of social skills
in di�erent contexts, Recognising the things people
and communities share in common, Investigating
moral and ethical issues and appreciating others'

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-c/


Sun up!

I would imagine that if anyone knows about the
solar cycle, it would be NASA! An interesting article
with a great video explaining about everything to
do with the sun.

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/solar-system/sun/in-
depth

 

 

 

The Right Stuff

viewpoints, Experiencing enjoyment and fascination
in learning.

 

 

Recognising the things people and communities share
in common, Experiencing enjoyment and fascination
in learning, Using imagination and creativity in
learning.

 

https://smscgridmaker.createsend1.com/t/j-l-adkjyc-l-q/


 

 

The Right Stu� by Tom Wolfe

Having just watched the TV series of this book, it’s
de�nitely on my reading list for 2021.  The book
goes from the very beginning of NASA when they
had just one o�ce in a hanger. The TV series can be
found on Disney+ and there are some great
documentaries around using actual newsreel
footage from those early days, most of which
validate this book.

And �nally..

You had a vast majority of the last school year of
teaching online and here we go again - this of
course must have its pitfalls.

 

Recognising the things people and communities share
in common, Understanding the wide range of cultural
in�uences that shape heritage, Investigating moral

and ethical issues and appreciating others'
viewpoints, Understanding the consequences of

behaviour and actions, Experiencing enjoyment and
fascination in learning, Using imagination and

creativity in learning

 



The lovely teachers at St John's D.S.G.
Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, have shared their
recorded and live lesson bloopers on YouTube.
Enjoy (or empathise) and stay safe.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3w1sejUgI50

 

 

The SMSC Grid is a products of TDK Business Technologies Ltd.
21 Glaisdale Drive East, Bilborough, Nottingham, NG8 4JJ.

 

Bye for now

Tricia Cadman - T: 0115 942 8912 E: tricia@opeus.org

Technical Support

Diane T: 0115 942 8913 E: diane@opeus.org

Nick: T: 0115 942 8911 E: nick@opeus.org

iAbacus

Dan: T: 0115 942 8914 E: dan@opeus.org

*Previous editions of our Newsletter can be found
on our website
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